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Dist. 279 fifth graders to help impoverished Mexica

¢ In late April a group of fifth
: graders from five District 279
- schools will take a trip with a
; parent-volunteer and an ele-
i mentary school principal to
i Basabe, Sonora, Mexico, to
dehver school supplies to an
1mpovenshed Mexican elemen-
‘ tary school.
; Not a typlcal school activity.
“In fact, prior to last year, no
¥ other Minnesota school district
| was known to have approved a
igroup of elementary students
raveling across international
orders. So, how did this
nigue experience come about?
Six years ago, Tammie Epley,

a parent-volunteer in the dis-
trict, was leading the student
council at her children’s ele-
mentary school, Oak View, in
Maple Grove. The school’s prin-
cipal at the time, Mark French,
had traveled to Africa that
summer to climb  Mt.
Kilimanjaro and visit a local
school. Back at Oak View he
shared his pictures and experi-
ences with all the classes.
“One of my student council
members said, ‘That school
really needs school supplies. We
should - collect some here and
send them to the school,” said
Epley. So a collection took

Osseo Area School District fifth grade students selected
for this year’s Mexico project are, from left, Logan Steil,
Osseo Elementary; Sakina Walji, Edgewood Elementary;
Oreva Useh, Rice Lake Elementary; Mimi Le, Fair Oaks

‘Elementary;
Elementary.

and Brandon Baumer,

Weaver Lake

place, but when it came time to
arrange delivery of the items,
they learned it would cost over
$6,000 and someone would
need to accompany the supplies
on the trip. They needed a plan
B.

“We started asking everyone,
‘Do you know of a school in
another country that really
needs these supplies?” Epley
explained. Then friends of her
parents in southern Arizona
told them about a strpggling
school in Sasabe, Mexico, and
the first delivery was planned.

For the first few years, Epley
coordinated the collection
drives and personally delivered
the supplies to the Mexican
school. But she kept thinking
how much more meaningful it
would be if students could take
the trip with her.

“I went back to Mark French,
who is now principal at Rice
Lake, and told him I wanted to
bring a group of fifth graders on
a trip to this Mexican school. All
the expenses would be paid by
local organizations. The kids
would apply for the opportunity
by writing an essay that would
be judged by staff members in
their school. The chosen stu-
dents would lead school supply
drives, and then hand-deliver
the supplies to the students in
Mexico.” Hé supported the idea.

. Epley went to work. She met
with teachers and curriculum
specialists and learned that in
fifth grade, students study

Fifth grader Mimi Le, Fair Gaks El
play” — as she prepares for the trip t«

Mexico, Mexican history, immi- .
gration, how to be a good citi-

zen, how to do PowerPoint pre-
sentations and how to write
journals, This trip would pro-
vide hands-on experience in
each of these areas. Epley and
French wrote the proposal and
got it approved by the school
board.

Next, Epley spoke to fifth

graders at five distriet schools,

wrote parent-communication
letters and worked with school
staff to organize the student
essay application and selection
process. Once' the -students
were selected, a series of meet-
ings were held so that the stu-

“dents could get to know each :
other “and plan their school :
. School i

supply drives.

In late April, the flfth
graders and their chaperones
will fly to Tucson, buy the
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