








even gave Johnathan pro-
fessional massages.“They
said that their lives would
never be the same,”’
Marjorie added. “Every-
one who came in contact
with  Johnathan  was
touched by him and

his spirit.”
When the Chief
of Naval Operations,

Admiral Mullen, came to
the hospital on Sept. 8, it
was after Johnathan had
suffered his third stroke.
He told Marjorie,
“Whatever you want...”
and he pointed at the
two-star General at the
hospital, “If he doesn’t
make it happen, you
call me.”

Later, the Bensons
decided they wanted the
hospital chaplain, Maj.
Darrin Powers, to come to
Minnesota to officiate the
funeral. “He was just awe-
some. He got to know
Johnathan and us, and he
became such a stability for
me during this crisis,”
Marjorie said.

Unfortunately, their
request was against hospi-
tal policy. “Even locally,
they don’t allow resident
chaplains to go outside the
hospital to do a service for

Johnathan’s Quilt

by Diane Autey,
Freelance Writer

In Texas, classrooms
of students make hand-
sewn quilts to give to
the families of military
who are injured. The
Benson family chose a
special quilt designed
by Laura Schrader’s
2nd grade class from
Arlington, Texas. They
asked everyone who
visited and cared for Johnathan to sign it.

His mother Marjorie told a touching story. “We met
people in the strangest places,” she said. “My brother-
in-law came to the hospital twice, and during one of his
visits he went to the PX, where he met a Vietnam vet.
After hearing Johnathan’s story, the vet came to the
hospital to visit. He signed the quilt and left a Bible.
Then he came back later and decided to put a pin on the
quilt. He took a rare Vietnam-era pin off his own hat
and gave it to Johnathan. It was so touching to see him
take something that was so precious to him and give it
to Johnathan. It was the first pin to go on the quilt.”

“This Packer pin was a joke, actually,” explained
Marjorie, as she pointed to the pin on Johnathan’s quilt.
“One guy had a whole bunch of Packer stuff and he
wanted to give Johnathan this pin. My brother-in-law
said, ‘He’s not a Packer fan. He’s a Viking fan.” And the
guy said, ‘Good. Make sure you put this pin on the

Corporal Benson in his dress blues, 2004

someone,” Steve explained.
But the general in
charge of the hospital
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ordered that the Army
send the chaplain to
Minnesota. “They put him
on military orders to come
up and do the funeral —
totally against normal
medical center policy,”
Steve said.

Religious To The End
At the hospital, the
Bensons were excited to
learn from their son’s
Marine friends that over in
Iraq, Johnathan was
known as “the religious
one.” “Johnathan was a
Christian,” Marjorie
stressed. “When I heard
from his buddies that he
was over there trying to
win them all to Jesus, I
thought, his funeral is
going to be the same thing.
They’re going to hear the
Gospel.” She believes that
is one of the reasons why
more than 500 people
attended Johnathan’s

Johnathan Lee Benson
continued on Page 8
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quilt and it will make him so mad he’ll get out of bed
to take it off.’

“When the time came to shut off the machines, my
son David went and got the quilt and put it over
Johnathan as he breathed his last breath,” Marjorie
shared. “So now I allow no more signatures. The signa-
tures had to deal with everyone who was there — either
to visit or to care for Johnathan. I only allowed one pin
after that. One of his high school teachers asked if we
would allow a North Branch pin. I said yes.”

Corporal
Benson found
his niche

in the

Marine Corps
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Johnathan Lee Benson continued from Page 7

funeral in North Branch.
“He was carrying out his
last act, his last heartbeat.
It was his final opportuni-
ty to spread the Gospel,”
she said.

Parents’ Pride

“There was one specific
moment when I couldn’t
hold the tears back,”
recalled Steve. “I was
Johnathan’s official escort
from San Antonio. They
typically assign a military
member from their unit,
but I requested the duty.”
Although Steve recently
retired from the Minnesota
Air National Guard after
27 years of service, it is
highly wunusual in the
military for a father
to escort his son. “I was
put on orders out of Great
Lakes Naval Center
because the duty falls
under the Naval Depart-
ment. [ wore my Air Force

uniform to escort
Johnathan back home.
“The Marine Honor

Guard was there when we
landed, and I rode with the
funeral home director from

the airport to North
Branch,” he contin-
ued. “The highway
patrol escorted us up
1-35, and when we
turned off the free-
way into North
Branch, I lost track
of how many squads
were there — the
local police depart-
ment, Sheriff’s
department, high-
way patrol — they
had all the intersec-
tions blocked off and
people were lining
the streets,” he said
with emotion. “He
deserved it,” Steve
said of this hero’s
welcome.

When Marjorie
was asked what she would
like people to remember
about Johnathan, she said,
“Johnathan loved the Lord
and wanted all of his bud-
dies, friends and family to
hear the Gospel. He want-
ed to spend eternity with
them. He had a personal
relationship with Jesus. He
believed in our country. He
believed in what he was

Through it all Johnathan kept his
sense of humor

doing, and there’s ab-
solutely no doubt in my
mind that if he had to do it
all over again, he would.
We’re very proud of him.
We love him and miss him
dearly.”

% Visit LakesandLoons.com to view a photo slideshow
of the Benson family.

% Check out the January issue of Lakes and Loons
for information on a memorial benefit for Johnathan.
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Chisago County Proclaims November 13
Johnathan Lee Benson Day

CHISAGO
COUNTY
ALL VETERANS

MEMORIAL

SOME GAVE ALL
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The Benson family stands in front of the Veteran’s Memorial in Lindstrom, Minnesota

Steve and Marjorie Benson read the proclamation from Chisago County declaring
November 13 Johnathan Lee Benson Day

Cpl. Johnathan Benson was from North Branch, a small community in Chisago
County. On November 1 of this year, the Chisago County Board of Commissioners
adopted a resolution proclaiming November 13 Johnathan Lee Benson Day through-
out the county. The resolution, which was read by Johnathan’s parents, Steve and
Marjorie, at a Veteran’s Day celebration this year, reads as follows:

WHEREAS, a select few individuals seem to rise up amonyg us; and

WHEREAS, a few elect to serve their country by serving in a branch of the
military; and

WHEREAS, Johnathan Lee Benson chose the Marines with a pride, convic-
tion and a commitment to defend our countries (sic) freedom; and

WHEREAS, Cpl. Benson while serving the K-Company, 3r‘{fBatta[ion,
First Marine Division on June 17, 2006 was wounded during his second tour
of duty in Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Cpl. Benson also carried with him a strony faith in the Lord
(that) was ever present in a tattoo on his back that was John 15:13 “Greater
love has no one than this that he lay down his [ife for his friends;” and

WHEREAS, Cpl. Benson paid the ultimate sacrifice on September 9, 2006
by giving his life in the name of freedom to help the Iraq people; and

WHEREAS, Chisago County desires to honor the sacrifice given by Cpl.
Benson to allow freedom to reign in our great country; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by the Chisago County
Board of Commissioners that November 13t shall “forever be Known as “Cpl.
Johnathan Lee Benson Day in Chisago County” and may we never forget what
Johnathan fought and died for. ‘We respectfully request that you remember him
when you sing the National Anthem, when you say the Pledge of Allegiance
and also, when his birthday comes each November 13th,

Cpl. Benson’s name also was added to the veteran’s memorial in VL
Lindstrom. m






